
Sustainable Materials

Responsible Materials

Chemical Management

Through the Galaxy for the Planet initiative, we are investing in new and innovative eco-conscious materials and 
incorporating recycled materials in all mobile products. 

We are leading the effort to eliminate the 
use of ozone depleting substances and 
closely follow the EPA’s Significant New 
Alternatives Policy (SNAP) Program, which 
evaluates chemicals, updates lists of 
unacceptable substances, and promotes the 

use of more responsible chemical replacements.

As the industry worked to phase out 
hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) (a successor to 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) which were banned in 
1987) and protect the ozone layer, Samsung became 
the first refrigerator manufacturer to use R-600a 
technology, introducing 20 refrigerator models in 2017 
that used R-600a as a refrigerant. The EPA recognized 
our leadership and awarded us with the 2017 Emerging 
Technology award. 

Samsung designs hardware and packaging with a circular economy in mind. Rather than using 
resources once and discarding them, Samsung is working to ensure that resources can have  
multiple useful lives. From using recycled materials to removing plastic from our packaging,  
we are committed to minimizing the environmental impact of our products. 

Samsung takes a precautionary approach to chemical 
management. Substances that may pose a threat to 
human and/or environmental health are identified and 
managed based on sound scientific evidence wherever 
possible. We also consider cases where concerns exist due 
to conflicting evidence. To keep our stakeholders safe, 
Samsung has voluntarily phased out certain chemicals 
while continuing to provide high quality products.

For example, Samsung banned the use of multiple types 
of phthalates for all components and no longer uses 
sterilizers/anti-corrosion agents for products with air 
conditioners and air purifier filters.

Samsung also restricts organohalogen flame retardants 
in our current TVs, monitors, and signage.    

276,972 tons 
of recycled plastics globally  
in products.

SINCE 2009

500,000 tons 
of recycled plastics globally  
in products.

2030 GOAL

100%
100% of the smelters we source metals from are certified 
by the Responsible Minerals Assurance Process to avoid 
Conflict Minerals.

20%
Samsung’s Galaxy Buds Pro earbuds and charging case are 
manufactured using 20% recycled plastic.

We developed a recycled 
plastic material that gives 
ocean-bound discarded 
fishing nets new life as 
they’re incorporated into 
various Galaxy devices. 

We developed our own recycled 
aluminum material that we incorporate 
into our Galaxy smartphone brackets 
and other internal metal parts, with the 
goal to continuously adopt more recycled 
metal into our Galaxy A and M series. 

Samsung will eliminate 
all single-use plastic from 
smartphone packaging  
by 2025. 
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Recognition

Eco-Conscious Packaging

Samsung’s mobile, TV, and appliance boxes and manuals are made from recycled and/or sustainably sourced 
materials. All TV packaging utilizes recycled or bio-based materials in its protective plastic bags. All interior 
packaging has been redesigned to reduce its environmental footprint and consume fewer resources.

Packaging for the Galaxy S21 contains

13 SMM Awards
Samsung earned the 2020 EPA Sustainable Materials Management (SMM) Champion Award in the 
Program Category in recognition of our Galaxy S10 eco-packaging strategies. We have won 13 SMM 
awards since the program began in 2016 for our products and recycling operations. In 2021, we were 
honored to earn a special EPA Sustained Excellence award for our legacy of SMM achievement, including 
the introduction of our groundbreaking SolarCell remote.

4%
as much plastic. 

49%
reduction in waste. 

58%
as much paper. 

50%
less carbon compared 
to 2016’s Galaxy S7.

As part of our Galaxy 
for the Planet initiative, 
we are committed to 
eliminating all plastic  
in mobile packaging  
by 2025. 


